[Magnetic resonance imaging of the ankle].
The ankle represents an anatomically complex region with a broad spectrum of pathologies. Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) of the ankle offers detailed, high-resolution imaging of the bones, the ligaments and the surrounding soft tissue structures and therefore has a major role in the diagnostic evaluation of traumatic sequelae, infectious diseases or ankle pain of unknown origin. MRI is especially valuable in the detection of radiographically occult stress reactions or osteomyelitis because it can visualize bone marrow edema earlier than any other imaging method. MRI is superior to any other imaging method for visualizing the tendons and ligaments of the foot and is an important basis for further treatment planning.